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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 

Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 
Church Website:  stpaulsprincerupert.com 

Pastor: Diana S. Edis           Cell: 778-884-6864              Home: 250 622-2725 
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 

E-transfer email: offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 
 

5th Sunday of Easter                May 7, 2023 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Diana Edis 
Worship Leader: Laurie Cullen                                    Musician: Larissa Goruk 

Videographer: George Edis           Reader: Aurora Martin 
 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. 
 

Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s 
gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism 

commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim 
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, 

our truth, our life. 
 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local: First United – Derry Bott 
Synod: Lutheran Church of the Cross, Victoria; for prison ministries and their chaplains 
Anglican –Bishop, Assistant Bishop, clergy and people of the Diocese of Niagara 
ELCIC – Bishop Sid Haugen, rostered ministers, and people of the Saskatchewan Synod 

 

Discipleship Opportunities 

1. The Pastor will not be public this Wednesday at Javadotcup as she is attending the BC Synod Study 
Conference. She will return to the office on Friday, May 12. 
 

2. Join us for the Spring clean-up, Saturday, May 13 from 10:00-2:00. Lunch will be provided. If you have 
cleaning solutions or rags or supplies that you like, bring them too! There will be jobs available for all 
ages and abilities.  
 
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842  
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842. 

******* 

Announcements 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking 
we are given new life. 

C: Amen. 
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the 
new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 
wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of 
the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of 
baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C: Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who 
with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn     Making Their Way    No. 979 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie             Pg 147 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Praise            Pg 148 
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Our first reading is from Acts, beginning at the 7th chapter      7:55-60 
 

 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 
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L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

We read Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold) 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

My times are in your hand; 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 
 

Our second reading is from 1 Peter beginning at the 2nd chapter     2:2-10 
 

 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that 
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 

L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation           page 151 

 
 

The holy gospel according to John, beginning at the 14th chapter     14:1-14 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am 
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going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does 
his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me 
for anything, I will do it.” 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Prepared by Pastor Steve Johnston, Trinity Lutheran, London, ON 
 

Hymn of the Day   Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing    No. 389 
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Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.  
We confess:            page 104 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Hear us, O God) 
(petition response: Your mercy is great.) 
 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox, sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., 
or given through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Offering Prayer 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of 
your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of 
eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using 
whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the 
new creation. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn    Now the Green Blade Rises     No. 379 
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Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 


