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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 

Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 
Church Website:  stpaulsprincerupert.com 

Pastor: Diana S. Edis           Cell: 778-884-6864              Home: 250 622-2725 
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 

Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 
 

 4th Sunday after Epiphany                  January 29, 2023 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

 

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis                     Musician: Larissa Goruk 
Videographer: George Edis            Reader: Jennifer Kolarik 

 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. 
You do not need a Facebook account to access worship. 

 

Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the 
cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those 
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living 

and serving. 
 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local: Fellowship Baptist – Pastor Alex Hogendoorn 
Synod Parishes: Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran in Langley – Rev. Kristen Steele, Hospital Chaplains in BC 
ACC: The Provincial Synod of the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada 
ELCIC: Dean, council and congregations of the Ottawa, Ottawa Valley and Seaway Areas of the Eastern Synod 
 

Discipleship Opportunities 

1. The Pastor is Public, Javadotcup Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30AM.  
 

2. Our AGM is today following worship. Please join us either by Zoom or in-person for this important 
gathering. Per our constitution, and for the health of our congregation, we must have a quorum for voting to 
take place. We will be discussing what the past year has looked like, what our vision may be for the future of 
God’s ministry in Prince Rupert, and voting for leadership. The Zoom link does not require a password: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89200921860   Meeting ID: 892 0092 1860 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress:# SB157842  

* Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license # SB157842. 

******* 

Announcements 
Confessions and Forgiveness 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 

mailto:pastor2stp@gmail.com
mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/
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Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your 
righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive 
us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

L: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy 

makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

 Gathering Hymn   Let Justice Flow Like Streams     No. 717 

 

 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Kyrie             Pg. 184 
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Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our 
words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Our first reading is from Micah, beginning at the 6th chapter      6:1-8 
 

 Hear what the LORD says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the 
controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his 
people, and he will contend with Israel. 
  “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam. 
 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
  “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him 
with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul?” 
 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  
 

L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 



 4 

 

We read Psalm 15:1-5 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold) 

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;  

they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 

Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians beginning at the 1st chapter    1:18-31 

 

  The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation           page 179 

 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 5th chapter     5:1-12 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
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 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon            Rev. Diana Edis 
 

Hymn of the Day    When the Poor Ones     No. 725 
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Service of Healing 
L: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to continue this 
work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer 
and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 
 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: In your great mercy,) 
(petition response: hear us, O God.) 
 

Sisters, brothers, and siblings, if you are joining us remotely you may light a candle or candles for your prayer 
concerns. I invite those of you here in the sanctuary to come to the steps or the rail as you are able or I can 
come to you if you are unable. Here you may receive prayer and be marked with the sign of healing and 
wholeness in the name of the triune God. 
 

People may come forward as they are able. During this time we will sing 
 

Hymn of Healing    Healer of Our Every Ill     No 612 

 

 
 

If more time is needed we may sing:    Jesus Loves Me     No. 595 
 

Individual prayer: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant, drive away all 
sickness of body and spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver them from the power of evil; and 
preserve them in true faith, to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection and to serve you with all the saints 
now and evermore. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant comfort in suffering to all in need of healing. 
When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give them hope; 
and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey, be now 
and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation is 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering 

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox, sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., or given 
through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in 
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 
We enter a time of communion. All people are invited to receive God’s meal. If you wish to receive, this meal is for you. If you would 
like to learn more about communion please contact the pastor. Those at home may prepare bread and wine or juice for your worship 

space. When the bread and beverage are offered, you eat and drink you may respond, “Amen.” Those worshipping online in the same 
household are encouraged to serve one another. We have both bread and gluten-free wafers, wine and juice; please let the server know 

your needs. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy            pg. 190 

 

mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord… be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen 

 

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever 
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, come and receive the feast prepared for 
you. Although some of us join from distant locations, we are united around God’s table, made whole in the 
body of our Lord. Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Lamb of God            pg 191 

 
 

Communion 
L: This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
 C: Amen 
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C: Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life. 
Amen 
 
 

Hymns during communion:   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life   No. 719 
Take, Oh, Take Me as I Am    No. 814 

 

Prayer after communion 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to 
do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
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The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold 
you, today and always. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn     O Master, Let Me Walk with You   No. 818 

 
 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 


