
 
 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 

Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com 
Pastor: Diana S. Edis            Cell: 778-884-6864             Home: 250 622-2725 

Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

4th Sunday of Advent                 December 18, 2022 

Worship 11:00 AM 
 

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis                     Musician: Larissa Goruk 
Videographer: George Edis            Reader: Carol Hadland 

 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. You do 
not need a Facebook account to worship. 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him 
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
During these final days of Advent, we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, 

ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent, we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 

 

Weekly Prayer Petitions  
Local Parishes: Kaien Community Church 
Synod Parishes: Shepherd of the Valley, Comox; Seminaries in Saskatoon and Waterloo faculty, staff, students. 
ACC: Director and staff of Faith, Worship and Ministry; Youth Ministries Animator; Animator for Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations 
ELCIC: Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant to the National Bishop, Justice and Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations; 
Gretchen Peterson, Assistant to the National Bishop, Youth and Leadership. 
 

Discipleship Opportunities 
1. The Pastor will be public this coming Wednesday at Javadotcup from 9:30-11:30. 
 

2. Thank you to all those people who helped in our bake sale on Saturday. What a blessing when we come 
together and work for the mission of God. 
 

3. Our Christmas worship schedule is: Christmas Eve 7:00 PM 
        Christmas Day 11:00 AM, a low-key, come-as-you-are gathering 
 

4. Our annual Congregational Budget meeting is scheduled for January 8 following worship. Our AGM is 
scheduled for January 29. Please plan to be in attendance for these two very important meetings. Those of you 
who have annual reports to present, please have those to the church office by January 23rd. 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842  

* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842. 

***** 

Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our 
lives. 
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 C: Amen. 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away 
our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with 
your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us.  Amen. 

 

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is 
God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life 
through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
 Blessed be God forever. 
 

Gathering Hymn    Canticle of the Turning     ELW 723 

 
***Refrain on following page*** 



 

 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
Kyrie 

 
Song of Praise 

 



 
Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent wreath 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so 
we wait and dream for you. Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more radiant than these candles, and 
more dear than all else we seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all 
our fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

We sing all verses of Light One Candle, following the lighting of the Advent Candle 

 

 
 

Our first reading is from Isaiah, beginning at the 7th chapter      7:10-16 
 

 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will 
be deserted. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

We read Psalm 80 verses 1-7, 17-19 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)  
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  

You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 



Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call up on your name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 
Our second reading is from Romans beginning at the 1st Chapter      1:1-7 
 

 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation           worship folder 

 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 1st chapter     1:18-25 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is 
with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon            Rev. Diana Edis 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day    O Come, O Come Emmanuel      No. 257 vs 1-7 ELW 



 
 

 

 
 

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. We confess: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: God, in your mercy. 
            C: Hear our prayer.) 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Offering 

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox or sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You 
may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Offering Prayer 



Let us pray, God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim 
your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful might evolved our 
home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, the nest and the 
hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light.  
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his 
cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth 
with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us 
a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to 
praise you again: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
Amen, and amen. 
 Amen, and amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that which has been 
prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. Although we may be 
separated by physical distance, we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord. Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

Communion Song 

  
 

Hymns during Communion   Savior of the Nations, Come    ELW 263 
All Earth is Hopeful     ELW 266 

 

Let us pray, Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with the 
very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the 
power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen. 
 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless 



you now and forever. 
 Amen 
 

Sending Song     Fling Wide the Door     No. 259 ELW 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near  Thanks be to God. 


