ST. PAUL' LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164
Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana S. Edis
Cell: 778-884-6864
Home: 250 622-2725
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca

13th Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2022
Worship 11:00 AM
Worship Leader: Laurie Cullen
Videographer: George Edis

Musician: Larissa Goruk
Reader: Tom (Curtis) Kertes

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. You do
not need a Facebook account to worship.
Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in
this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Cornerstone Mennonite Brethren Church
Synod Parishes: Our Redeemer Lutheran, Penticton, Trinity Anglican and Lutheran Church, Port Alberni
Anglican Prayers: Theological colleges/training programs within the Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s Land
ELCIC Prayers: The Season of Creation and a renewed commitment to a healthy relationship with the Earth
Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor will not be public again until Sept. 21 as she is on holiday. The office will be untended. Laurie
Cullen and Herman Seidemann are your contact people if there is any need. Pastor Derry Bott (United) and
Father Paul Williams (Anglican) will be available for spiritual care.
2. What does the Bible say about justice and poverty? Join us in reading and reflecting on sacred stories that
center the poor who seek healing, justice, and freedom. We will gather every Thursday evening from 7:00-8:30
PM Sept. 8th - Oct. 20th. We will use We Cry Justice by Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis. The wider community is also
welcome. Contact Tom Kertes at tomkertes@gmail.com or 778-884-5343 to RSVP or for more information.
3. Beginning Sept. 11th St. Paul’s youth will host youth (grades 8-12) from the community for "Movies That
Matter." The plan is to eat pizza and popcorn, watch a movie, and discuss the related moral issues. Movie
nights will continue every 2nd Sunday of the month from 5-8:30 PM (September to June). Talk to Adonica or
Sam for more information.
4. We are excited to host a 4 -hour workshop, Saturday, Sept. 17th Noon-4:00PM on Land-Based Healing and
Wellness from a Spiritual Perspective. It will be led by Lauren Aldred, a member of Our Savior’s, Prince
George who is working toward her D Min. in this area. She received a grant to cover the costs of the workshop,
donations will be accepted for the provided lunch. The community is invited to attend.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license number SB157842

* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.
*****

Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path
that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

O God Beyond All Praising

No. 880

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
Pg. 203

Canticle of Praise

Pg. 204

L: Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Our first reading is from Deuteronomy, beginning at the 30th chapter

30:15-20

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.

Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore
to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great; for it is better to be told,
“Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We read Psalm 1 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
Our second reading is from Philemon beginning at the 1st Chapter

1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to
the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints
and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ
Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment.
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is,
my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place
during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your
good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you
for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any
way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay
it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will
do even more than I say.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

pg. 205

The holy gospel according to Luke, beginning at the 14th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

14:25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me and
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending
to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him,
saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who
comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give
up all your possessions.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Written by Rev. Doug Reble, Assistant to the Bishop, Eastern Synod
Preached by Curtis (Tom) Kertes

Hymn of the Day

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

No. 808

Confession of faith
Apostles’ Creed
Pg 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox or you can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.
Offering Prayer
Let us pray,
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And may the holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

Will You Come and Follow Me

No. 798 vs 1,4,5

Go in peace, with Christ beside you
Thanks be to God.

