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Minister: Rev. Diana Edis
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Musician: Sheila Seidemann
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Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You do not
have to have a Facebook account to access that worship.
********
Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer
he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our
day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us all. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have our robes washed in the
flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the saints. On this day we celebrate all those
created in God’s image and loved by God who know themselves to be among the LGBTQ2SIA+ Community.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Christ the King, Anglican, Port Ed – Rev’s Anthony Adams, Yvonne Hill
Synod Parishes: Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford - Rev. Dean Andersen, Emmaus Lutheran in Burnaby Rev. Timo Saarinen
Anglican Joint Prayers – Bishops, clergy, and people of the Diocese of Toronto
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers- The Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem, The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Jordan and the Holy Land, and for peace in the Middle East.
Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor is Public, Javadotcup Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30AM. We are both in-person and on
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09
Meeting ID: 872 2298 4486
Password: 263906
2. Join the BC Synod for a brief weekly vigil for peace for Ukraine and the world by Zoom, Fridays at
7:00: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82643051883?pwd=MDk4ZEZjZzhBMnh0WnhGUXhJWDZtQT09
Meeting ID: 826 4305 1883
Passcode: 750008
3. Our 100th anniversary as a congregation is fast approaching in 2024. We are gathering a team to begin
the planning process. If you would be willing to be a part of this team please contact the office.
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* Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license # SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.
*Parts of this worship service are taken from the Reconciling Works RIC (Reconciling in Christ) 2022 worship service with permission.

Prelude
Announcements
Call to Worship

*******

As Colors in the Sky

duet by D. Edis and L Cullen

In God's Boundless Diversity, we are all made in God's image! We gather together in this time and space,
breathing in the Spirit's invitation to connect and learn, and answer Jesus' call to justice and action
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Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Holy Parent, and of the + Child, and of the Holy Spirit, ever-present in our lives.
Amen.
Your people, Lord, long to feel seen, named, and cared for. We, the church, have excluded and pushed
away people, calling them “other” and “different.” We fail your people by waiting in expectation for
those whom we have harmed to lead the work of reconciliation. Today we worship, with open hearts
and minds, readying ourselves for the holy ministry of justice and equity work. As your people, we
know God is with us and that your Holy Spirit makes reconciliation possible.
As we learn how to make the church a safer space We trust in the Spirit's guidance. As we seek to be an
advocate for our Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, 2 Spirit, Intersex, Asexual,
plus siblings and all who are told they are "other" we trust in the Spirit's guidance. As we seek to learn
more about the intersectionality of ministry we trust in the Spirit's guidance.
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the grace of Jesus Christ we confess and ask
forgiveness. We proclaim with joy and love that people of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions matter; that Indigenous, Black, and People of Color matter;
that neuro-diversity and differing abilities of bodies are sacred; and that we as a church stand
firmly against racism, homophobia, transphobia, and any other sin that makes people feel less
than because of who God lovingly made them to be. We commit our words and actions to be
ones of advocacy for all of the people in your Kin-Dom. Holy Creator, we celebrate your
boundless diversity, and see the ways we are made in Your image.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

The Dove Will Fly on Mended Wing

Songs for the Holy Other
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L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.
Kyrie

Pg 184

Prayer of the Day
Mighty God, soften our hearts this day as we seek to hear your words and commands. In a
world where we are daily confronted with ways we are different, told to make ourselves
smaller for the convenience of others, teach us as your people how to celebrate your boundless
diversity reflected in every person who is made in your image! To have safe space is to
experience your saving grace. Guide us to be people of faith who are committed to learning
and re-learning what is means to welcome, include, celebrate, and advocate for all you call
Beloved.
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Amen.
Our first reading is from Acts, beginning at the 16th chapter

16:25-34

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the
jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They
answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took them
and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them
up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become
a believer in God.
L: The word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God
We read Psalm 97:1-12 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.
Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, and all the peoples see your glory.
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.
Our second reading is from Revelation beginning at the 17th chapter

22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their
robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. “It is I, Jesus,
who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say,
“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
L: The word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

page 188
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The holy gospel according to John, beginning at the 21st chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

21:1-19

[Jesus prayed:] “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me
through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have
given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to
see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent
me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have
loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Rev. Diana Edis

The Love that Goes Unspoken

Songs for the Holy Other
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Apostles’ Creed
Page 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
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Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: God, in your mercy.)
(petition response: hear our prayer.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox or you can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.

Offering Prayer
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you
welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen
body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
We enter a time of communion. All people are invited to receive God’s meal. If you wish to receive, this meal is for
you. If you would like to learn more about communion please contact the pastor after worship. Those at home may
prepare bread and wine or juice for your worship space. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and
you eat and drink you may respond, “Amen.” Those worshipping online in the same household are encouraged to
serve one another.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy

pg 190

In the night in which… we prepare our hearts for your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit.
Amen
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L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. We pray:
Our creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil
for the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that which
has been prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. Although we
are separated at this time by physical distancing, we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord.
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Lamb of God

pg 191

Communion
L: This is the body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen
The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
Amen
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that
through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Blessing
Siblings in Christ, let us go out into the world in peace; take up the pledge to be an advocate for our
LGBTQ2SIA+ siblings and all those in need of inclusion and advocacy, and leave this space with a
fervent passion for welcome.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

New Patterns of Loving

Songs for the Holy Other
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Words: Barbara Hamm

Tune: St. Denio
©2018 Hope Publishing Company

Dismissal
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we go in peace to serve the Creator. Seek God’s boundless diversity in all
you see, and know you are made in God’s image!
Thanks be to God.
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