ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164
Church Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: The Rev. Diana Edis
Home: 250 622-2725
Local Cell: 778-884-6864
Pastor’s confidential email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
7th Sunday after Epiphany
February20, 2022
Worship 11:00 AM
Minister: Rev. Diana Edis
Musician: Sheila Seidemann
Videographer: George Edis
Reader: Pat Rogers
Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/.
You do not need a Facebook account to access worship.
Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel.
The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such
merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of
God’s glory revealed in Christ.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: For All Communities of Faith in Prince Rupert
Synod: Ascension Lutheran, Nelson, Mount Zion Lutheran in New Westminster
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: ACC: Archbishop, clergy, and people of the Diocese of Fredericton
ELCIC: The dean, council and congregations of the Grand River and Thames Areas of the Eastern Synod
An end to human trafficking and slavery.
Discipleship Opportunities
1.The Pastor is Public at Javadotcup Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30AM. We be both in-person and on Zoom.
You can Zoom by clicking the link below or by typing:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09

Meeting ID: 872 2298 4486

Password: 263906

2. Our very own Curtis Kertes will be the featured speaker in the Why are You Still Part of the Church series
presented by Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Prince George. The gathering is by Zoom on February 28 at 7:00.
You can find the link at the Our Saviour’s Facebook page.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.
***

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it
made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the
glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
L: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling

No. 608

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

Hymn of Praise
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L: Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day.
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may
seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
Our first reading is from Genesis beginning at the 45th chapter

45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so
dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me
here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household,
and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We read Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)
Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away.
Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what God will do.
The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light

and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.
In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace.
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.
Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians beginning at the 15th chapter

15:35-38, 42-50

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow
does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare
seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body.
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body,
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The
first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual
that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second
man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so
are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of
the man of heaven.
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
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The holy gospel according to Luke, beginning at the 6th chapter

6:27-38

Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them
do to you.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Rev. Diana Edis
Forgive Our Sins as we Forgive

No. 605

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. We confess:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We give thanks for
their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission
of God; we rejoice now that these siblings will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a
congregation.

Pat Cristiano, Laurie Cullen, George Edis, Larissa Goruk, Aurora Martin, Susan Paul, Sherri RitsonRogers, Herman Seidemann, Sheila Seidemann, and Lori Wilson.
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You are to see that the words
and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole
church. You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and
stewardship, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this
community, and in the whole world. You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who
empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and
mutual understanding in this congregation. On behalf of your siblings in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly.
People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual
ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation. Almighty God bless you, and
direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You may donate by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You
may give through CanadaHelps under the name St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert or click “Donate” on our church website.

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry
world, in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.
We enter into a time of communion. All people are invited to join in God’s meal. If you hear the invitation of the Holy
Sprit, please respond. If you would like to learn more about communion you may call the church and speak with the pastor
about the presence of Christ in this meal. You at home may prepare bread and wine or juice in advance of communion.
You may wish to set up a small home altar for this purpose, using: a cross, a candle, an image of Christ (called an icon),
and the bread and beverage. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and you eat and drink you may
respond, “Amen.” Those worshipping online in the same household are encouraged to serve one another.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right…And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord… all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen
L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
L: This is the body of Christ, given for you.

C: Amen
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen
The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
Amen
Let us pray,
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good
news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.
Sending Hymn

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

No. 588

