ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164
Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana Edis
Home: 250 622-2725
Cell: 778-884-6864
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
4th Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
Worship 11:00 AM
Minister: Rev. Diana Edis
Musician: Sheila Seidemann
Videographer: Herman Seidemann
Reader: Carol Hadland
Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. You do
not need a Facebook account to access worship.
Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews
reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the
kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the
Lord’s death.”
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Kaien Community Church – Pastors Aaron & Rebecca Roorda
Synod: Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, Comox, Our Seminaries in Saskatoon & Waterloo, for all faculty, staff
& seminary students.
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: ACC: Director & staff of Faith, Worship & Ministry; Youth Ministries
Animator, Animator for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
ELCIC: Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant to the National Bishop, Justice Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations; Gretchen
Peterson, Asst. to the National Bishop, Youth & Leadership.
Discipleship Opportunities
1. Our Congregational Meeting will be held by Zoom and in-person after worship today. The meeting is to
approve the 2022 budget which has been distributed. Members, non-members, and guests may attend. The
Zoom link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88909692977?pwd=aEw2d0YzSlRaT0dnNWJEUzl6K2xSdz09
Meeting ID: 889 0969 2977
Passcode: 170343
2. Our Christmas worship schedule is as follows:
Christmas Eve Worship - December 24, 7:00 PM
Quiet Christmas Day Worship - December 25, 12:00 noon
1st Sunday of Christmas – December 26, 11:00
3. Our beautiful poinsettias are given to the glory of God by Betty Ann Cullen in memory of her husband
Peter.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.
***

Announcements
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
Gathering Hymn

Canticle of the Turning
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L: Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the
sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Lighting of the Advent wreath
L: Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your presence
among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light this candle, turn us
again toward mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; love us, restore us and give us
life that we may be saved. O house of David, come,
let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen.
Sung to the tune of “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
4. Candles glowing, promise showing love that makes the world anew.
Shines in glory, tells the story – Christ’s own love will see us through.
With the outcast and unwelcome, Christ is steadfast, brings us all home.
Christ’s own love will see us through! Christ’s own love will see us through!
(Tune: W Żłobie Leży, a Polish folk melody, Lyrics by Rev. Elana Keppel Levy, 2021, with permission)

Our first reading is from Micah beginning at the 5th chapter

5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up
until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people
of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of
the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be
the one of peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We read the Psalmody Luke 1:46b-55 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit,

casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy,
the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.
Our second reading is from Hebrews beginning at the 10th chapter

10:5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a
body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said,
‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” When he said
above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

The holy gospel according to Luke, beginning at the 1st chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

WOV 48

1:39-55

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And
Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good
things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Rev. Diana Edis
That Boy-Child of Mary
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In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and self examination.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen
Siblings, sisters, and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in
peace.
Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our locked mailbox.
In Canada you may send e-transfers to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca.
You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert or by using the “Donate”
button on our church website.
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our
peace.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O Lord, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus,
your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on
the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with all your
people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen
L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that which has been
prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. Although we are separated
at this time by physical and social distancing, we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord. Come to
Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Communion
L: This is the body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen

L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen
The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
C: Amen
Let us pray,
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your
word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
Blessing
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
Sending Hymn

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

All Earth Is Hopeful
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