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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 

Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com 

Pastor: Diana S. Edis                         Home: 250 622-2725 
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 

Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 
 

5th Sunday of Easter                 May 2, 2021 

Worship 11:00 AM 
 

Minister                              Rev. Diana Edis 
Musician                           Sheila Seidemann 

 

Our worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You do not have 
to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may also access this worship service on our You 
Tube channel when it is uploaded: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber 
 

Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life 
with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 

mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and 
life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his 

table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church – Rev. Diana Edis 
Synod Parishes: St. Peter’s Estonian Lutheran in Vancouver – Rev. Algur Kaerma, Peace Lutheran in 
Vernon – Rev. David Hunter, For our pastors serving Anglican congregations. 
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: The Most Rev. Anne Germond, Bishop and The Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, 
Assisting Bishop, and the clergy and people of the Missionary Area/ The dean, council and 
congregations of the Winnipeg South Area of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod. 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license# A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license# SB157842  

* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842. 
 

******** 
 

Prelude 
Announcements 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

stpauls@citywest.ca
04-01-2021%20Maundy%20Thursday%20HC.doc
mailto:pastor2stp@gmail.com
mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn    Now the Green Blade Rises    No. 379 
 

 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  

And also with you. 
 

Canticle of Praise          Pg 176 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray. 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in 
his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Our first reading is from Acts, beginning at the 8th chapter     8:26-40 
 

 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)   So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
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more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through 
the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

We read Psalm 22:25-31 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold) 
 

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 
May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 

Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
 
The second reading is from 1 John beginning at the 4th Chapter   1 John 4:7-21 
 

 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.  God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. 
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation         page 179 
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The holy gospel according to John, chapter 15      John 15:1-8 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon         Rev. Diana Edis 
 

Hymn of the Day   Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song   No. 403 
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Nicene Creed          page 104 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: Hear us O God. 
          C: Your mercy is great.) 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering  
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our locked mailbox.  

In Canada you may send e-transfers through offering2stpauls@citywest.ca.  
You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert or by using the 

“Donate” button on our church website. 
 

Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts 
we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

We enter into a time of communion. All people are invited to join in God’s meal, however you may choose whether 
or not to participate. If you hear the call of the Holy Sprit inviting you, please respond. If you would like to learn 
more about communion you may call the church and speak with the pastor about its significance. You may prepare 
bread and wine or juice in advance of communion. You may wish to set up a small home altar for this purpose, 
using: a cross, a candle, an image of Christ (called an icon), and the bread and beverage if you feel so called. The 
pastor will have a half loaf, symbolizing that the other half of that loaf is present in front of you in your various 
abiding places. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and you eat and drink you may respond, 
“Amen.” Members of the same household are encouraged to serve one another.  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 

mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
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C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 

Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 

brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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L: All praise to you, glorious God of grace. 
Throughout the ages you have blessed us with foremothers of the faith. 
With Sarah, we bless you for your gift of life. With Ruth, we praise you for family and food. With 
Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the foe. Remembering Deborah, we honor the words of your 
prophets. Remembering the woman at the well, we laud you for living water. Remembering Junia, we 
thank you for those who minister among your people. One with the daughter of Jairus, we wake to life 
in you. With Mary, we magnify your name. Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus at this meal. 
Living, he healed the bleeding woman; dying, he cared for his mother; risen, he sent Mary Magdalene in 
mission. 
 

On the night before he died, he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Mighty God of mercy, as you heard the prayers of Hannah, so now hear us. Send your Spirit on this 
bread and wine, that sharing the body and blood of Christ we become his body in the world. Send your 
Spirit on this assembly, that like Phoebe, we serve one another with zeal. Send your Spirit on the church, 
that like Anna, we tell others of your mercy. Send your Spirit into our hearts, that like Dorcas, we care 
for the poor and needy. All praise to you, powerful God of peace. We adore you, our God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, you who mother and feed and comfort us, today, tomorrow, and forever.  

Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using 
whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
Communion 
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that which 
has been prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. Although we 
are separated at this time by physical and social distancing, we are united, made whole in the body of 
our Lord. Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 

L: This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
 C: Amen 
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C: Amen 
 

L: The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life. 
 C: Amen 
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L: Let us pray, 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives and the gifts 
we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ. 
 C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  No. 674 

 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


