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Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You do not
have to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may also access this worship service on our
You Tube channel as soon as it is uploaded at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
********
Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when
we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the
disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us
his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open
doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: For all communities of Faith in Prince Rupert
Synod Parishes: Dunbar Lutheran in Vancouver - Rev. Thomas Keeley, For our B C Synod Staff
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers - The Provincial Synod of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario/ The
dean, council and congregations of the Manitoba Central Area of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario
Synod.
Discipleship Opportunities
1. Pastor Diana is currently on holiday through April 16. She will then be on study leave until April 22.
Please hold her in prayer for rest and rejuvenation during this time. The Pastor will not be public during
her holidays and education leave. The Pastor will be Public again beginning April 28.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license
number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.

Prelude
Announcements

*******
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water is poured into the font as the minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from
tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

No. 384

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
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And also with you.
Canticle of Praise

Pg 185

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
Our first reading is from Acts, beginning at the 4th chapter

4:32-35

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as
any had need.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
We read Psalm 133 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)
How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Our second reading is from 1 John beginning at the 1st chapter

1:1-2:2
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We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father
and was revealed to us we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie
and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

The holy gospel according to John, beginning at the 20th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

page 179

20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
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were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.
L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Nicene Creed

provided by Sermon Rota
preached by Carol Bulford

We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight

No 675 (WOV)

page 104

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
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and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Hear us, O God.)
(petition response: Your mercy is great.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps.
We can be found there at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.
Offering Prayer

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit across time and space, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Using
whatever version of that prayer comforts you, we pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

No. 363

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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