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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 
Office Phone: 624-4164                Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 

Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com 
Pastor: Diana S. Edis                          Home: 250 622-2725 

Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
E-transfer email: offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

4th Sunday after Epiphany                     January 31, 2021 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

Presiding Minister      Rev. Diana Edis 
Musician       Sheila Seidemann 

 

Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You 
do not have to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may also access this worship 

service on our You Tube channel as soon as it is uploaded at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber 

 

******** 

 

Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a 
prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of 
God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in 
Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the 
word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow 
Jesus. 

 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local: Christ the King Anglican, Port Edward 
Synod Parishes: Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran in Langley – Rev. Kristen Steele, Hope Lutheran 
Shared Ministry in Mackenzie 
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: ACC: The Provincial Synod of the Ecclesiastical Prov. of Canada 
ELCIC: The dean, council and congregations of the Ottawa, Ottawa Valley & Seaway Areas of the 
Eastern Synod. 

 

Discipleship Opportunities 

1. The Pastor will be Public by Zoom every Wednesday from 9:30 - 11:30AM.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09  
 

Meeting ID: 872 2298 4486  

mailto:pastor2stp@gmail.com
mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09
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Password: 263906 
 

2. This is the fifth Sunday of the month. It has been our tradition to have communion and a healing 
service on each fifth Sunday. Of course, a healing service will look much different with remote 
worship than it did when we were physically together. That being said, we would love to honor 
your prayers (as discreetly as we are able.) We would ask that if you are able, you either light one 
candle for all your petitions or light one candle on your home altar for each special prayer. At the 
appropriate time you will be directed to light those candles, remembering those souls or issues. 
You may also contact Pastor Diana with any specific prayer concerns you have. These will be kept 
confidential but may be lifted up silently during this time. 
 

3. Our Re-gather task force is working to plan and implement a safe return to in-person worship. 
For the foreseeable future we remain online only but we are making plans for that one day when 
we can be together again! If you would like to take part in this vital ministry please call the office. 
 

4. Our Lenten devotional will be based on a book entitled Queers the Word: a 40 day Devotional for 
LGBTQ+ Christians by Shannon Kearns. Although the devotional centers the LGBTQ+ community, 
allies are welcomed and encouraged to attend. This is a family friendly study. We will meet 
Monday evenings at 7:00 by Zoom beginning February 15 and continuing to Holy Week. 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and Augsburg 
Fortress: license number SB157842  

* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842. 
 

  ******* 
Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured 
out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn 
inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like 
us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words 
are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed 
as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to 
be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn   Dearest Jesus at Your Word   No. 520 
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L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Kyrie         Pg. 184 (refrain, vs. 2, refrain) 

 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise         Pg 187 
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Prayer of the Day 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our 
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Our 1st reading is from the book of Deuteronomy, beginning at the 18th chapter   18:15-20 
 
  [Moses said:] The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet.  This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or 
ever again see this great fire, I will die.”  Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they 
have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.  Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in 
my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
L: The word of the Lord, 
 Thanks be to God 
 
We read Psalm 111 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold) 
 
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

Great are your works, O LORD, pondered by all who delight in them. 
Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 

You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
you are gracious and full of compassion.  

You give food to those who fear you, 
remembering forever your covenant. 

You have shown your people the power of your works 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.  

You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;  
holy and awesome is your name. 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  

 
Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians beginning at the 8th chapter   8:1-13 
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” 
and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things and through whom we exist. 
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 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to 
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, 
being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of 
an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 
destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat 
meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
L: The word of the Lord, 
 Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation          Pg. 188 

 

 
The holy gospel according to Mark, beginning at the 1st chapter    1:21-28 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 

  [Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.  
  Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the 
Holy One of God.”   But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.  They were all 
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon       Written by National Bishop, Susan Johnson  
      Preached by  Rev. Diana Edis 
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Hymn of the Day  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  No. 611 

 
 

Service of Healing 
L: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to 
continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of 
Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of 
healing. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and especially for all who are suffering or 
are in any affliction. Hearing the words “In your great mercy” we may respond, “Hear us, O 

God.” 

 
A brief silence. 

 

Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace. 
Help all those who suffer any pain or grief, hopelessness or anxiety. 
In your great mercy,  hear us, O God. 

 
Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who suffer, that their 
sickness and pain may be turned into health. We ask that you bless these dear ones with healing: 
Joanne, Nellie, Jordan, Ken, Leroy, Leonard, Kem and Linda, Terry-Lynn, Joshua, Corky, Midge, 
Audi Jean, Wills, Taylor, Karin, Mark, Roberta, Heather, and all those affected by the pandemic. Be 
present with those whom we cannot touch in these days. Bless friends and family who struggle 
with the effects of dementia. We pray now either aloud or silently for all those in our hearts and on 
our minds… In your great mercy,  hear us, O God. 
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God of peace and reconciliation, bring an end to the sickness of the world, especially violence, 
terrorism, war, and their causes. In your great mercy,  hear us, O God. 

 
Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gift of baptism be a 
power for healing the church’s brokenness, and bless all efforts for renewal and Christian unity. In 
your great mercy,  hear us, O God. 

 
Loving God, mend broken relationships and bring peace to our families, our congregation, this 
community, and the world. In your great mercy,   hear us, O God. 
 
Eternal God, we thank you for all the faithful departed. Heal the pain of all who grieve. In your 
great mercy,  hear us, O God. 

 
O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as you have 
promised, and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the 
triune God. 
 

L: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, 
send your Holy Spirit upon your servants; 
drive away all sickness of body and spirit; 
make whole that which is broken; 
deliver them from the power of evil; 
and preserve them in true faith, 
to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection 
and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore. 

Amen. 
 

L: I invite you to light your prayer candles. You may light one single candle encompassing your 
entire list of needs or you may light one candle for each person or issue that currently needs lifting 
to God. We will take a moment of silence while we lift these prayers.  

 

Let us pray. 
L: Living God, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. 
When they are afraid, give them courage; 
when afflicted, give them patience; 
when dejected, give them hope; 
and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
L: Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and 
obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for 
health and salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Confession of Faith    Apostles’ Creed   Pg 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

Offering  
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You can send e-transfers to 

offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps. 
 We can be found there at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that 
we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 
 

All people are invited to join in God’s meal; however you may choose whether or not to participate. If you 
hear the call of the Holy Sprit inviting you, please respond. If you would like to learn more about communion 
you may call the church and speak with the pastor about its significance. You may prepare bread and wine or 
juice in advance of communion. You may wish to set up a small home altar for this purpose, using: a cross, a 
candle, an image of Christ (called an icon), and the bread and beverage if you feel so called. The pastor will 
have a half loaf, symbolizing that the other half of that loaf is present with you in your various abiding 
places. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and you eat and drink you may respond, 
“Amen.” Members of the same household are encouraged to serve one another.  
 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn 
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L: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord… 
…be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit across time and space, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Using 
whatever version of that prayer comforts you, we pray…  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that 
which has been prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. 
Although we are separated at this time by physical distance, we are united, made whole in the 
body of our Lord. There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 

L: This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
 C: Amen 
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C: Amen 
L: The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life. 
 C: Amen 
 

L: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet healed and nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 

news and serve others in your name. 
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Amen. 
 

Benediction 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  Son of God, Eternal Savior       No. 655 

 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 


