1

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164
Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana S. Edis
Home: 250 622-2725
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
E-transfer email: offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
Christmas Eve
Worship

December 24, 2020
7:00 PM

Presiding Minister
Musician

Rev. Diana Edis
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Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince
Rupert. You do not have to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may
also access this worship service on our You Tube channel as soon as it is uploaded at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
********
Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the
light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the
world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news
for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth
to share the light of Christ with the whole world.
1. This will be a candlelight service. Please have a candle at hand for each person
worshipping. Near the end of the service we will light these to both remember and
yearn for the light of Christ which came into the world so many years ago as a newborn
and promises to return in glory.
2. This is also a service of Holy Communion. Should you hear the call of the Holy Spirit
you are welcome to receive the body and blood of Christ after the elements are
consecrated. Please prepare your home altar with bread and wine or juice.
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We will have a quiet Christmas Day worship at 11:00 AM, tomorrow, December 25
which will also be live-streamed with Holy Communion. Put on your new Christmas
robe and fuzzy slippers and worship the Saviour, newborn and coming again.
3. Pastor Diana will be taking holidays beginning today and ending Jan. 9. She and
George thank everyone for their support, love and prayers throughout this most difficult
year. Your gifts and good wishes have been much appreciated. May your holidays be
blessed with the hope and joy of our Saviour. And may the new year bring you peace,
love and joy.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and
Augsburg Fortress: license number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number
SB157842.

*******
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.

Gathering

Hymn

O Come, All Ye Faithful

No. 283 (vs 1, 3, 4)
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L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray,
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Lighting the Christ Candle

Angels, From the Realms of Glory

No. 275
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Today we light the candle of faith.
This year we have prayed for faith.
This year we have prayed in faith:
That we are not alone.
That our needs will be met.
That we will experience the love of God.
Today we pray with faith.
We know that God is with us in moments of faith and questioning.
We know that God is with us.

Our first reading is from Isaiah, beginning at the 9th chapter

9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
do this.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God

Christmas Hymn

Angels We Have Heard on High

No. 289 (vs. 1)
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Our second reading is from Titus beginning at the 2nd chapter

2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

Go Tell It on the Mountain

The holy gospel according to Luke, beginning at the 2nd chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

No. 290 (refrain only)

2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
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there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Rev. Diana Edis

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

No 270
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Confession of Faith

Nicene Creed

Pg 104

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Hear us, O God.
(petition response: Your mercy is great.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps.
We can be found there at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.
Offering Prayer
Gracious God,
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you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at
your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace,
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
We enter into a time of communion. All people are invited to join in God’s meal, however you
may choose whether or not to participate. If you hear the call of the Holy Sprit inviting you,
please respond. If you would like to learn more about communion you may call the church and
speak with the pastor about its significance. You may prepare bread and wine or juice in advance
of communion. You may wish to set up a small home altar for this purpose, using: a cross, a
candle, an image of Christ (called an icon), and the bread and beverage if you feel so called. The
pastor will have a half loaf, symbolizing that the other half of that loaf is present in front of you in
your various abiding places. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and you eat
and drink you may respond, “Amen.” Members of the same household are encouraged to serve
one another.
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn

L: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…
…be all honor and glory, now and forever.
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Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit across time and space, let us pray as Jesus taught
us. Using whatever version of that prayer comforts you, we pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to
receive that which has been prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together
around the table of God. Although we are separated at this time by physical distance,
we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord. The Word is revealed in a manger,
in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal.
Communion is offered
L: The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
C: Amen
L: Let us pray,
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your
promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
Candlelighting
**As the candles are being lighted in the worship space remote, worshipers are
encouraged to light the candles in their worship space as well. Remember not to tip a
lighted candle or hot wax may spill. Tip the unlit candle to receive the flame from one
already burning.
L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them the light has shined.

Hymn

Silent Night

No 270
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Benediction
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen
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Sending Hymn

Joy to the World

L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

No 267

