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Rev. Diana Edis
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Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You
do not have to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may also access this worship
service on our You Tube channel as soon as it is uploaded at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
********
Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down
like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate
Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Christ the King Anglican, Port Edward
Synod Parishes: Lutheran Church of the Cross in Victoria, Good Shepherd Lutheran in Victoria
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: The Principal, faculty, students and staff of the Vancouver
School of Theology. The Principal-Dean, faculty, students and staff of Martin Luther University
College.
Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor will be Public by Zoom meeting on Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30AM PDT. You may
call in from your home or cell phone to 1-778-907-2071 without the need for a computer or you can
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join by computer, tablet, or smart phone by either clicking the link below or by typing it into your
browser.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09
Meeting ID: 872 2298 4486
Password: 263906
2. We have initiated a task force to plan and implement a safe return to in-person worship. Our
hope to return to the building for the Advent season has been dashed with the recent known cases
in Prince Rupert; for the foreseeable future we remain online only.
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and Augsburg
Fortress: license number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.

*******
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Holy One,
We confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We
forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We
are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your
coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus
you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the
promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet

No 523

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie

No. 154

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us
the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Our first reading is from Amos, beginning at the 5th chapter.

5:18-24

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is
darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house
and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the LORD darkness,
not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight
in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I
will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
Our second reading is from 1 Thessalonians, beginning at the 4th chapter

4:13-18

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will
by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.
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L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
We sing our gospel acclamation, hymn # 174 in your ELW. The Pastor will then sing a verse and
then we will sing the Alleluia once more through.

L: The kingdom of heaven comes slowly.
Have patience and hope for the future.
In the interim
get prepared, be on watch for glory.

(Leader verse text written by Rev. Diana Edis)

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 25th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

25:1-13

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! There will not be enough for you and
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and
the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.”
L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Diana Edis
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Hymn of the Day

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

No. 436
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Confession of Faith

Apostles’ Creed

Pg 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Hear us, O God.
(petition response: Your mercy is great.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering

Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give electronically to us through CanadaHelps.
We can be found there at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.
Offering Prayer

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and
give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit across time and space, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using
whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray…
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Benediction

May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Blessed Assurance

Hymn 638

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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