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Our worship will be live streamed on our Facebook page: St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. You
do not have to have a Facebook account to access that worship. You may also access this worship
service on our You Tube channel as soon as it is uploaded at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY5N1JmPn41_R5_Xahok_w?view_as=subscriber
********
Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Our readings during November speak of the end
times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul
says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the
talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world
filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to
welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.
Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Cornerstone Mennonite Brethren Church, Prince Rupert
Synod Parishes: Grace Lutheran in Victoria, Mount Olive Lutheran in Surrey, and for prison
ministries and chaplains
Anglican/Lutheran Joint Prayers: Members of the Council of General Synod and Members of the
National Church Council
Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor will be Public by Zoom every Wednesday from 9:30 - 11:30AM. You may call in from
your home or cell phone to 1-778-907-2071 without the need for a computer or you can join by
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computer, tablet, or smart phone by either clicking the link below or by typing it into your
browser.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222984486?pwd=OHFIcWZySkR1dHNpeklqMzU4RlJWUT09
Meeting ID: 872 2298 4486
Password: 263906
2. We have initiated a task force to plan and implement a safe return to in-person worship. Our
hope to return to the building for the Advent season has been dashed with the recent known cases
in Prince Rupert; for the foreseeable future we remain online only.
3. Church council will meet this Tuesday, November 17 by Zoom at 7:30 PM. If you are on council
please make plans to attend. The link is here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85848024707?pwd=UWZJcFRZSmJVb1JiVEJISE02MDBKQT09
Meeting ID: 858 4802 4707
Passcode: 271456
* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license number A-731124 and Augsburg
Fortress: license number SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842.

*******
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
L: Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn

Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand

No. 441

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie

No. 154

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us Pray,
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that
we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Our first reading is from the book of Zephaniah, beginning at the 1st chapter.

1:7, 12-18

Be silent before the Lord God!
For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,
“The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.”
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle
cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.
I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their
flesh like dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
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L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
We will read Psalm 90 verses 1-8, 12 responsively
Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.
You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.”
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
and like a watch in the night;
you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass:
in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered.
For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath.
Our iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
Our second reading is from 1 Thessalonians beginning at the 5th chapter

5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved,
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others
do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are
drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.
L: The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God
We sing our gospel acclamation, hymn # 174 in your ELW. The Pastor will then sing a verse and
then we will sing the Alleluia once more through.

L: The day of the Lord will come
expected and yet out of nowhere.
Don’t be frightened.
It will lead to our salvation.
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(Leader verse text written by Rev. Diana Edis)

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 25th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

25:14-30

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made
five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.
For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Diana Edis
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Hymn of the Day

When Peace, Like a River

Confession of Faith

Apostles’ Creed

785

Pg 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Hear us, O God.
(petition response: Your mercy is great.)
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering

Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox. You can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give electronically through CanadaHelps.
We can be found there at St.Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.
Offering Prayer
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
We enter into a time of communion. All people are invited to join in God’s meal, however you may choose
whether or not to participate. If you hear the call of the Holy Sprit inviting you, please respond. If you would
like to learn more about communion you may call the church and speak with the pastor about its significance.
You may prepare bread and wine or juice in advance of communion. You may wish to set up a small home
altar for this purpose, using: a cross, a candle, an image of Christ (called an icon), and the bread and
beverage if you feel so called. The pastor will have a half loaf, symbolizing that the other half of that loaf is
present in front of you in your various abiding places. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor
and you eat and drink you may respond, “Amen.” Members of the same household are encouraged to serve
one another.
Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
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…we praise you O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit across time and space, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Using
whatever version of that prayer comforts you, we pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
L: If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that
which has been prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God.
Although we are separated at this time by physical distance, we are united, made whole in the
body of our Lord. There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
L: This is the body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen
L: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen
L: The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
C: Amen
L: Let us pray,
Lord Jesus,
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
Amen.
Benediction
L: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

Thanks be to God.
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Sending Hymn

Thine the Amen

No. 826

L: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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